
Total Project Snapshot Report
2011 Legislature TPS Report 56434v1

$300,000

Approved

Agency:  Commerce, Community and Economic Development
Grants to Named Recipients (AS 37.05.316)

Federal Tax ID: 920135445Grant Recipient:  Yukon River Drainage Fisheries
Association

Project Title: Project Type: Planning and Research

Yukon River Drainage Fisheries Association - Yukon
River Chinook Salmon Management Plan

State Funding Requested: $300,000 House District: Statewide (1-40)
One-Time Need

Brief Project Description:
Conduct a two year stakeholder planning process resulting in a conservation based Yukon River
Chinook (King) Salmon management plan.  

Funding Plan: 
Total Project Cost:  $300,000 
Funding Already Secured:  ($0)
FY2012 State Funding Request:  ($300,000)
Project Deficit:  $0 
Funding Details:

N/A

Detailed Project Description and Justification:
The Yukon River Drainage Fisheries Association (YRDFA) was created in 1991 in response to a disastrously low salmon
run. YRDFA’s mission is to protect and promote all healthy wild fisheries and cultures within the Yukon River drainage. 
YRDFA has been instrumental in uniting the Yukon River on salmon issues.  Our priority is to build on this by developing a
coordinated approach in concert with tribal governments, elders and youth in addition to utilizing scientific expertise to
create a salmon management plan designed to address declines and work toward a healthy river system, healthy salmon
runs and healthy communities.

YRDFA is requesting $300,000 to implement a fisheries management planning process over the next two years in
preparation for and with follow-up to the Alaska State Board of Fisheries Arctic-Yukon-Kuskokwim meeting in January 2013.
 The YRDFA executive director, policy director and communications director will participate in the fisheries management
process and conduct public information and education strategies to protect Yukon River salmon while keeping people from
the Yukon River involved in the process. Funds will also provide a former intern through the First Alaskan’s Institute to work
part-time while he is at UAA as a project assistant. YRDFA will contract a scientist to review the King Salmon management
plan for the Yukon River and work with other salmon and tribal groups and state and federal agencies to review potential
triggers and management tools for managing subsistence, commercial, personal use, and sport fisheries along the Yukon
River to include commercial and subsistence fisheries harvests and schedules.   Financial management and travel for the
YRDFA executive board is included for fisheries management planning in addition to travel funds for staff participation in
regional meetings.  YRDFA will simultaneously be working with Elders to incorporate their traditional knowledge and values
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into the plan.  

While there are numerous other entities including the State of Alaska Department of Fish and Game, the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service and their associated regional councils as well as tribal entities and individual tribes themselves, YRDFA is
the only group with representation from the entire length of the Yukon River that has the experience to bring all these groups
together under one umbrella to tackle how to manage the King salmon in years of low returns.  

The funds would be spent over a two year period.  Please see the attachments for additional details about the proposed
project and its funding.

Project Timeline:
The project would begin July 1, 2011, and end on June 30, 2013. See attachments for further details

Entity Responsible for the Ongoing Operation and Maintenance of this Project:
N/A

Grant Recipient Contact Information:
Name: Jill Klein
Title: Executive Director
Address: 725 Christensen Drive, 3B

Anchorage, Alaska 99501
Phone Number: (907)272-3141
Email: jill@yukonsalmon.org

Has this project been through a public review process at the local level and is it a community priority? X Yes No
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